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Don’t be a scab for 
abagofchips 


STOP PRESS (MAY 2nd) As we go to press at least nine people who have been helping 
out on the picket line at McDonalds havereceivedvisits from the special branch. 
This can not be seen as anything other than an attempt by the authorities to scare 
off active support for the strikers. Members of the AWA held a collection on 
the Dublin May Day march for the McDonalds strikers — which raised just over £200. 
Again the state stepped in and two members had their names taken by the gardai. It 
appears that they will be charged with making an ’’illegal" collection. 

FOR STORY SEE PAGE 4 
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Mansion House Squatted 

On August 28. three families frmrvthe Rnct Wall r>f 


Dublin moved in and squatted the Mansion House. The 
squat lasted for almost a week. The families on one side 
of the Mansion House and the Ideal Homes exhibition on 
the other. The families were homeless after being evicted 
by their landlord at 104 Church Road. The Corporation 
refused to house them because they did not have enough 
points. With 12,000 people on the housing list in Dublin, 
the points system is just a form of rationing and quite a 
vicious one at that. When young couples have to resort 
to having babies to increase their number of points, which 
is common practice, then it is more than time to declare a 
housing crisis and start a massive building programme with 
direct labour. 


The Corporation insisted that it could not house these 
three families because it would not be fair to all the other 
families on the waiting list. Yet within a week of squatting 
the Mansion House they were all housed.. This was a great 
victory for direct action and against the faceless bureaucracy 
which hides behind the points system. 


Decent housing is a basic human right which is being denied 
to thousands of people at the moment. Another generation 
of children is growing up in overcrowded conditions, liv ing 
with all the tensions that kind of situation produces. It is 
quite amazing how fast the Corporation could find the 
resources to give Sean McDermot Street a facelift for the 
papal visit, but can never find the resources to provide 
decent housing and maimtainence. 


There is an unorganised squatters ‘movement’ in Corporation 
housing at the moment because of the demand for housing. 
However it is still possible for the Corpo. to play off the 
legal tenants against the squatters. In this they recieve the 
help of many of the tenants associations, who often seem 
more eager than the state to uphold ‘law and order’ in their 
estates and flat complexes. Apart from the few incidents of 
old folk and sick people in hospital having their homes 
squatted, we support people taking direct action to secure 
housing for themselves and their families. 


It would be better to squat the houses of the rich in Foxrock 
and Howth but with the Forcible Entry Act it just would not 
be on, unless there was a strong organised squatters movement. 
The leeson of the Mansion House squat is that you don’t have 
to have more babies and wait years to get a house/flat. Adults 
and children are much too important for that. Take direct 
action and make the points system redundant. This is the 
wat to force the authorities to build more houses, and better 
ones at that. 
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NO PRISON UNIFORM 
NO PRISON WORK 
FREE ASSOCIATION 
VISITS, LETTERS, PARCELS AND 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
FULL REMISSION 




MARCH AGAINST THE H-BLOCKS 

DERRY SUNDAY 20th APRIL 

Organised by National H-Block Committee 


CRAIGAVON TO LURGAN 
SUNDAY 13th APRIL 

Organised by Lurgan Relatives Action Committee 
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CUTS in public spending have been increasing in 
Northern Ireland since the Tories came to power, 
though it is worth remembering that it was Labour 
who started the ball game. In the South there have 
been cutbacks in many areas since the budget. 

It means that if you are sick there will be longer 
waiting lists for operations and less facilities, in 
schools there will be bigger classes and fewer text 
books. Housing, as always, will see the lists get 
longer and longer. And so it will go on,we will still 
have to pay tax but we will get less and less back 
for it. But that's the way of all governments. 

Public sector workers, teachers/Corpo & county 
council employees/health board staff/nurses/etc. 
will be faced with lower wage increases and even 
possibly a total pay freeze. There will be more 
redundancies and 'natural wastage', less jobs all 
round. 

Now is the time to start fighting the cuts, north 
ti south. Already there nave been marches in 
e North bringing thousands of people out from 
trk: The”*ICTU didn't go out of its way to try to 
like them really big but we all know by now that 


we will have to do it ourselves in our union section 
and branch meetings. 

Public sector workers should get together at rank 
and file level and refuse to implement any cuts. 
Closures shouls be met with occupations and 
sympathy strikes, no job losses or wage restraint 
should be accepted. 

The ICTU has called for a one day strike against 
the cuts in Northern Ireland for May 14th. Get 
your workmates to doyvn tools and come out for 
the day, ask your tenants association to support 
the marches. 

The only cuts that are acceptable are in the areas 
of defence(the army), policing (the RUC & prisons] 
handouts to the bosses and the like. Of course 
these are the only areas which aren't being cut. 
According to the politicians we can get by with 
less hos pitals, less scho ols, less h ouses, less wages. 
But we cMo with| Jess cops^army, prisoi 
of courseTffoney for politicians' pay increase 
Talk about the government rep—•«- 
only an^tld did tired joke! 

Ji?5 
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MORE FAY 
LESS WORK 



May 21st saw the ICTU vote 291 to 144 in favour of 
opening talks on another Understanding. They mustn't 
have bothered to look at the results of last years one. Wages 
were held down while inflation hit 20%. Workers on an 
average industrial wage actually had their wages cut by 
3 - 4% in real terms. More and more groups of workers fell 
into the trap of productivity dealing to get more money. 
These deals lead to excessive overtime and this in turn leads 
to redundancies, and at a time when we should be going for 
shorter hours and a higher basic. 

While the Understanding allowed for the negotiation of two 
extra days holiday.(everybody fall down on your knees and 
thank them) it only applied to those workers who only had 
the legal minimum of 15 days leave. Not only were those 
who had 17 or more days leave not allowed the extra two 
but under the terms of the Understanding they were 
prohibited from seeking any improvement. 

continued on page 2. 


They're at it again. The talks, the arguments, the 
figures, the fighting speech from every union head, 
the promises. Yes folks, its that time of the year 
again - they're going to sell us another round of 
wage restraint. 


Up to a couple of years ago we used to have National Wage 
Agreements. If we agreed to keep our wages low the bosses 
would promise to provide all sorts of new jobs and help the 
lower paid as well. Needless to say it didn't happen like 
that and a lot of us began to realise that it was doing damn 
all except keeping our wages down and their profits up. So 
last year the bosses, the government and the ICTU hacks 
got together and came up with a 'new' idea, the National 
Understanding (though some of us could see nothing really 
new about it except the n ame). Now they are getting u 
ready for another 


Ah come on now lads, be reasonable. Think of 

the country.of mother chuches appeals against 

materialism.of our glorious past under Dev 

himself. We all have to make sacrifices for the 
common good. Why I’ve even had to turn down 

the heat in the swiming pool at night.please lads 

be moderate. J 
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As we go to press it now seems inevitable that two 
or three of the women in Armagh prison will join 
the hunger strike. No names have been released yet. 

Seamus Mullen is now well into his second hunger 
strike this year. In the summer he went 71 days 
without food, the last ten of which also saw him 
refuse water. Mullen is fighting to re-open his case. 
Sentenced on a charge of 'blackmail' he claims that 
he was framed by the RUC. 


Hunger strike demonstrations have been announced 
for Sunday, November 30 in Belfast (Dunville Park 
@ 2.30): and a march on the British Embassy in 
Dublin on Saturday, December 6 (assemble at St. 
Stephens Green @ 2.30). 

IRELAND HAS HAD 800 YEARS OF MARTYRS 
WE DON'T NEED ANY MORE. GET OUT AND 
SUPPORT THE HUNGER STRIKERS - DON'T 
LET THEM DIEl 
















